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To. the Honourable his Right Worthy 
Patron, Sir William Cholmley Ba- 


ronet, Grace and Peace. 


Much Honoured Sir, 


| 

T' good 'providence of our graciom God, who bath 
determined the bounds of our habitation, having caff | 

me into a neer Vicinity to your ever honoured Uncle 

Sir W. S. my firſt Patron, by whoſe means 1 was firſt ac-. { 


quainted with your noble Father, and conſequently with your if 
ſelfe, hath Leen pleaſed to continue me under your Patronage 
to thit day. 1 have longed for an opportunity to make knoun | 
to the world the duty and gratitude I owe unto you, mhicth t 
cannot now better doe, then by Deditating theſe firſt fruits | 
of my Pablick Lahours unto your Honour, ſeeing they grew x 
upon your own Gitbe, Sole Aoneths were elapſed, after the 
Preaching of this Sermon, before 1 could be induced to 
make it Paublick, the conſciouſueſſe of my own inal ilitres 
having retarded, what the importunity of better Judgements 


now put me upon, I concesved my ſelf beund upon this oc- 
caſion, to beare Publick Teſtimony to thoſe Chriftian Ver- | 
tues, whith"are conſpicuom in your ſobtr and” Religious (on- [ 


Verſation, I have obſerved, wich no little comfort, your Zeal 
and Love to the Ordinances of God, your great reſpeft to 
the faithful, ſober, pious, and painfull Miniſters of Chrift, 
together with your deteſtation of ſuch as are negligent, or 
| ſcandalom, 


ME ? 


ſeandalow, 17 cannot forget the eare you had for me and my 
numerous family, together with the zood of the People com- 
mitted by God, and under him, by your Patronage Right, 
Tim, r. #/3#0 my Charge, And & I thank Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
%* Who hath cnabled me; for that he counted me faithful!, 
puttirig me into the Miniſtery : /o 1 ſhall alwayes fludy to 
be truely thankful unto your ſelfe, as Gods Inſtrument 
for the continued favour and encourapement I have re- 
eetrved from you, The ſcope of this Sermon, ts, To vind:- 
cate the faithfull Miniſters of (Chriſt, from that contempt, 
which the Confuſion of the late times bath brouzht upon 
them 3 and to reſtore them to their priſtine Dipnity aud 
Veneration : as alſo, that ſuch as ave a ſhame and ſcandall 
to that bigh and holy Calling, might be reclaimed and ye- 
formed, that all of wu might due our Duty cavefully and 
dil;gently, humbly and obediently, that the Peace of Chu;ch 
and State might Le eſtatliſhed in our dayes. Thin com- 
menading you and yours to Gods Grace and Benediftion, im- 
ploring 4 bleſſing upon your Honour, your Noble Brotber, 
and good Lady, I reſt, 


Your moſt humble Scryant 
in the Lord, 
And moſt thankfull Beneficiary, 


CuriSTOPurR DRADLEY. 


A Sermon 


ills de 


LLSACAtAtetatararues I 


A Sermon Preached at the Viſitation 
Septemb. 23. 1662. upon 2 Cor.6.1. 


We then as workers together with him, doe 
beſeech you alſo, that you receive not the 
Grace of God in vain, 


Being at this time moſtly to Addreſſe my 
Speach unto You (Revercnd Brethren of 
the Clergy,) I hope this Subjze& will be 
both ſuitable and ſcaſonable, id while [ 


ſhall Diſcourſe upon it, briefly in regard of the 


enſuing occaſion, | humbly deſire the affiltance of 


your Prayers in your private <jacuJations ; as allo 
your benevolent Attention for my enconrage- 
ment, In regard of the little ſcantling of time 
allowed me, I cannot ſtand to give you the con- 
nexlon of the words with the former Chapter : 
neither can I ftand to Analize this Chapter. [ 
ſhall only give you a brief reſolucion of the Text. 
The Parts of it are two. 1. Hortatio. 2. Rati- 
ones bortationis. The exhortation in theſe words, 
We beſecch you, &. The Arguments are three, 
taken from three firſt verſes of this Chapter. 


The firſt ig taken from the perſons exhorting, 
I We 
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We the Embaſſadors of Chriſt, Ergo, Te ought not 
fo receive the grace of God in wain. 

The ſecond Argument 1s taken from the. Ac- 
cepted time, There 3s a time when God offers grace 
and ſalvation by Chriſt, if we return 10 bim by Faith, 
Repentance, and. Obedience. Etgo.. Receiwe.not the 
grace of God in wain. Hh 

the third Argument 1s taken from the carriage 
of the faithfull Miniſters of Chriſt, we ſhall not 
Obicew ponere, we ſhall give no oftence 1n any 
thing, for if we ſhould doe ſo, not onely our per- 
{ons, but our Miniſtry would be blamed ; yea,our 
Religion would be ſcandalized. Ergo. Te. ought 
not to receive the grace of God in wain. 

For the opening of the words, I ſhall firſt give 
you a brief Expoſition. 2. I ſhall lay down the 
Propoſition, 

I ſhall not trouble you with the various inter- 
pretations of Expoſitors,onely cull ont ſome tew, 
evreyirrs, operam noſtram ei accommodantes, as Beza, 
and others : Enm adjuvantes, as Eraſmus, Aquins, 
and others. The inter)lineary Verſion renders it, 
Verbum werbo, coaperantes, the Participle intima- 
ting the continuation of the Action, he that pits 
bis band to Gods plough and looks back, 4 not fit for 
the Kingdom of God. _ 


/,/ "The generall Propoſition which we ſaa!l ob- 


| ſerve 
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ſerve from the words, is Chis: That God ;s pleaſed to 
make kj faithfull Miniſters to be Coworkers with him 
ſelf in the great buſineſſe of the Converſion and Sol- 
vation of fſenners by Jeſus Chriſt. 

For the clearing of this Propoſition, I ſhall firſt 
ſhew you the Modus bujws Cooperationis. 2. The 
Cauſz impulſivz. 1. the Modus Cooperationss, God 
is the 3wp%, we the cmpyioriy, He 1s the prime 
Agent, the principall efficient cauſe, we the ſub- 
ordinate, ſubſervient, inſtrumentall, and Mini- 
ſeriall Cauſes ; God can work without us, but 4 
poſſs ad welle not walet Conſequentia, yet we muſt 
-not-derogate any thing from God, nor arrogate 
any thing-to our (elves, For we have thys treaſure 
in earthen veſlells, that the excellency of the power 
might be of God, and not of #2, 2 Cor.4.7. Though 
we be not Cauſa ſine qua non, yet ordinarily, God 
will not work without the Miniſters of his word, 
as may appear by three famous inſtances, AGs 
Chap.8.9.10. He ſends the Eunuch to Philip, Saul 
to Ananias, and Coraclings to Peter, to be taught of 
thew. Thus God puts a dignity upon the Mini- 
ltry of his Word, that men ſhould not forſake 
the light thereof, to.follow the Ionis faturs of 
their own fancies. 

2. The Cauſe znpulſvz,among others,may be 
theſe two : wok, ſou beneplacitum Dei, 2. Infir- 
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"mitas banzinie. 1. Placuit Deo, It pleaſed God by 
the fooliſhneſſe of Preaching, to ſave them that 
bcleeve, i Cor. 1.21. - But why is Preaching called 
fooliſhneſle ? "tis nerd Sev, mom nam! axivurs, accord- 
ing to the opinion of fooliſh men, for there it is, 
werſe 18. The Preaching of the Crofle z5 to them that 
periſh fooliſhnes, but unto 1s that are ſaved, it 5s 
the power of God. So allo it 1s called, the Wiſe- 
dom of God, God in Wiſedom thinks this the beſt 
way : Which leads me to the ſecond Cauſe, Gods 
gracious condeſcention to Mans weaknes and infirmity; 
The Iſraelites could not hear the Voyce of God 
and live ; and therefore deſired Moſes that he 
would ſpeak to them from God, Ex.20. 19. there- 
fore God is plealed to ſpeak to uy by Men of like 
paflions and infirmities with our ſelves, as. Saint 
James (peak of Elias, Jam.5.17. In this generall 
propoſition; two points are neceſſarily implied 
and included, if not primarily intended. 1 Honoz. 
2. 0nye Miniſteris. 

i. The Dignity and Honour. 2. The Duty, 
Burthen, and Labour of ic. As it is the moſt ex- 
cellent and honourable ; {o it is the moſt Jabon- 

- ons, difficult, and dangerous Calling. The Dig- 
nity and Excellency of it will appear by the de- 
monſtration both of the #, and /% that 1t 15 


ſo, the ſeverall honourable titles/in Scripture doe 
| declare, 
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declare, The Hebrew word Cokey, is, Vocabulum 
Hozoris, and though uſcd for civill Goyernours in 
the Old Teſtament; yet is it alſo tranſlated, to 
Ecclepafticall Governgurs. In the New Teſtament, 
we may obſerve, among others, theſe Titles, 
'Eniaxe70), 6 Yiob, Ginovoper, wiuwor, aenodutrer, Ac. to whom 
' we may adde the word vis Sors Domini ; which 
though it be uſed promiſcuouſly, by which ſome 
would cnervate that diſtinction of Clergy and 
Laity;yet we muſt know that there is3vjex «px, 
which can be applied to none, but to them thar 
have received Ti wig ris Sraxevizs, as It 1s As 1. 
So that this diſtinftion holds good. 

2. For the #4, I ſhall demonſtrate by foure 

Arguments, 1. The holy FunCGtion of the Mini- 
ers is an Ordinance of God, and an Inſtiturion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo moſt excellent. God hath 
ordained, Thet ſonte ſhould Preach the Goſpel, and 
ſhould live of the Goſpel, none may take this Office 
upon him, bnt he that 3s called, as was Aaron, Let a 
Max account of ws, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
Stewards of the Miſteries of God, 1 Cor.4.z. God 
bath ſele&ed and ſeparated ſome men for this * 
Office, whieh is a diſtin& Calling from all orher 
Callings in the world.Epb.4.When Chrift aſcended, 
&c. he gaue gifts unto Men,&c. Now the Calling of 
_ the Miniſtry, is either extragrdinary and immedi- 
| B 2 atc, 
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ate, or orainary and mediate. The extraordinary 


1s ceaſed ; The ordinary is both internall and ex- 
ternall : the internall by the Holy Ghoſt ; exter- 
nall by men, that have Authority in the Church 
to give the outward Call, which conſiſts in three 
things, 1.Eleftion. 2.Examination and Approba- 
tion. 3. Confirmation and Ordination by Impoſi. 
tion of Hands. As no man muſt run, before he be 
ſent of God; no more muſt he take this Office 
upon him; till he be ordinarily called thereunto, 
Mat.28. Chriſt promiſed, when he gave his Apo- 
ſtles their Miſſion and Commiſſion, to be with then: 
ro the end of the world; which cannot be meant of 
thoſe Individuall Perſons; but of a conſtant Se- 
ries of Succeſſion to the end of the world. 

The ſecond Argument 1s taken from the excc]- 
lency of the Science we profcſle : All other Arts 


and Sciences are bat Pediſſequz T heologiz, but 


Handmaids to Divinity. But this our Science 19 
ArchiteQonicall and Tranſcendent. The Specu- 
lative part, doth contemplate God, the Summr 
bonum. Ariſtotle defines God to be? na-mioiem, That 
' which all doe deſire, God is the moſt deſireable 
Good. We ftudy how to apprehendGod in hisEi- 
ſence, Trinity of Perſons, Atrributes and Works, 
though he be incomprehenſible,ſaving ſo far as he 
\»+ch been pleaſed to reveal himſelf in his Word. 

| nd ks. 
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Weſeck out Fehowab, which coms from a Root, 
which ſignifies fir, he is Etetnall, 2 parte ante, 
and 2 parte poſt. He hath his being of himſelf, 
and gives being toall the Creatures ; The word 
confiſts of quieſcent Letters, to teach us,that we 
muſt quieſcere in Des : We ſhall find no reſt to our 
ſoules, till we come to fome comfortable know- 
ledge of God. 

As for the Trinity of Perſons, it is fo great a 
Myſtery, that St. Auſten tells us, lib. de Trinitate, 
Nullib; periculoſ ius erratur quam in ſan2 Trinitate. 
I might ſhew you his Attributes and Works, with 
the great Myſtery of our Redemption by Chriſt, 
but time will not give me leave. As for the 
pratticall part, how we may obtain ſalvation by 
Faith in Chriſt, Repentaneec, and Obedience, I 
muſt paſſe, and haſten to the next. 

The third Argument is taken from the Ener- 
ecticall power of the word of God, nothing but 
this can work upon the heart of man, Pſal. 1 9. The 
ap of the Lord js perfe&,conwerting the ſoul. The 
brew word for Law, Torath,is very comprehen- 
ve, and may fignifie the whole word of God. 
6.4.12. The Word of God is quick and powerfull, 
1 ſharper then any two- edged Sword, vines, a two- 
outhed Sword, Miſſa new mordet ; but this bites 
"ry way, this onely can change the heart, om 
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make a true Metamorphoſis indced. Thus you 
{ce the efficacy of our Miniſtry. | 

The fourth Argument is taken from the Ay- 
thority and Juriſdiction annexed to our Office ; 
The Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven are piven, 
neither to Prince, nor People ; but to the Mini. 
ſters of the Goſpel. We may remember what 
was ſaid to us in our Ordination, Accrpe Spiritun 
Sandum, quorum peceata; &c. Et poſtea in tradition: 
Bibhorum, Accipe Poteſtatem predicaudi, 8c. this 
Power 1s given to no other. Vzx4ab tor uſur- 
ping the Prizfis Office, had a lad Judgement 
inflited upon him. 

Now I come to the ſecond point, The Duty 
of Minifters; This 13, Opus tremendun, & Onus 
Angelorum humeris formidandum ; theſc Titles doc 
declare it, I, UTYperms, 3. 16x 0pos, 3. Thu. 4.807100, All 
which words in their derivations doe fignifie, in- 
defatigable Iabour. Adde to theſe the word air 
to omit othes derivations : Give me leave, 
under correQion, to make 2:74, ris rw ipyev, ops 
precun ; which ſuits well wich St. James his Ep! 
thite, #34 opegative and claboratc Praycr 
to teach us, That whether we Pray in a ſet forms, 
or otherwiſe, it is not the Lip-labour, the words, 
or cxpreſſions ; but the devotion of the heart,and 
tervency of the ſpirit, that God looks at- 


& 


Now 
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- Now che Office of a Paſtor, is, Verbum Dei pre- 
dicare Sacraments adminiftrare, publicas preces lege- 
re; 8 concipere, zgros inviſere, errantes in reflan vi. 
am reducere, affliFos conſolatione erigere, ferocientes 
eercere,&e. To omit{becauſe I promiſed brevity) 
the Duty of Doctors and Chatechiſts, all which 
muſt be performed in many places by one ſingle 
Perſon ; And 1s not here work enough ? 

Now before we come to a particular Applica- 
tion, give me leave to draw two ſhort Corrolla« 
ries, or ConſeQaries from theſe two points put 
together : If our Dignity and Duty be ſo cxcced- 
ing preat ; Then firſt, We ſhould be accordingly 
eſteemed, reaſon requires it, God: requires it ; 
KM This is the Apoſtles Do&rine, 1 Cor. 4. rt. Let 2 
Man account of 5, as of' the Miniſters of Chriſt, 8c. 
Neither ſhould we be onely eſteemed for our 
Dignity ; but alſo for our Duty, Theſ. 5. 12. 13. 
Efteem them wery highly in lowe, for their works 
ſake,&c. If I had time, I eould ſhew you, both out 
of prophane, and Ecclefiaftica}l Hiſtory, how all 
people, both Heathen and Chriſtian, have had 
their Prieſts, their Miniſters, in high veneration. 
But is it ſo among us? No : We find the contrary 
by woful] experience. And that leads me to the 
ſecond Corrollary, That of all other Callings in 

the world, the Calling of the Miniſiry, is moſt 


obnoxious 


(10) 
obnoxious,: and ſubje& to contempt. If I had 
time toſhew you the Cauſes,and the Cure of this 
Contempt, it would be worth our Conſideration; 
but I muſt onely hint ſome few things unto you : 
Now for our orderly proeceding, Miniſters,(as all 
other men) muft be diſtinguiſhed into. good and 
bad : Why are. good Miniſters deſpiſed ? were 
they not alwayes ſo? Were not the Apoſiles ac- 
counted nad ue, the off-ſcomring of all things - 
Now the reaſon is, Faithfull Miniſters dare not 
Preach Flacentis, they ſpeak home to the Conſci- 
ence, their Do&rine is contrary to fleſh and blood, 
they crofſe Mens luſts and corruptions, and fo ex- 
aſperate carnall men, 4»x*3; «9275, The Animal 
Mar (for he is a mecr Animall in thelc things) 
underſtands not the things of God, Hence, ſaith 
S. Paul, Am I become your enemy, becauſe I rell you 
the truth. Hence it was, that Abab hated Michs+ 
iah, For that he never Propheſied good to him ; which 
puts me in mind, what Agamemnon ſaid to Balchs 
in Homer, in the like caſe, Mgr: xexov, & nwrord wor wh 
x;2yv biner, yea, bad Miniſters are in more eſtecm 
with bad men, then good ; they defare like people 
lik Prieſt. Salwian complains, Si quis bonws eft, 
nmalue contemnitur : $i quis malus eſt, ut bonus hono- 
ratur. But why are bad Miniſters contemned ? 
Every one cryes out, They are ignorant, any 
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lous, proud,covetons, contentious,and what net. 
Now though 'Iit be an unjuſt thing to blame the 
4 ys, the whole Ranke, yea, the FunGion it 
ſclfe, for the faults of ſome Individunm's ; yet in 


regard of many, we may ſay truely, 


—— Pudet he opprobria nobw, 
Ez dixt potniſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 
God himlelfe delpiſes bad Miniſters ; he call 


them Idoll- Shepherds, dumbe Dogs, &c. Again, 


Poverty makes Minitters contemprible : 

Non habet infxlix paupertas durins in [e, 

Q#2m quod ridiculos homines facit. 

And it is a true {aying, Ex tenuate beneficiorum, 
peceſtari0 ſequitur ignorantia Sacerdeium, Sacrilegi- 
ous ulurpations and detentions, doe umpoveri{i 
Miniſters, and brings them into eonterapr. It 
was the curſed plot of Julian the Apoſtata, to 
take away Schools and Univerſities, to take away 
the Revenucs of the Church,that ſo he might do 
more hurt thereby, then by all his Pertecutions. 

Again, too much familiarity breeds contempt, 
when men doe debaſe themſelves by unneceſſary 
Afﬀociations, we ſhall find it a truc Rule, Thar, 
Major 6 Lingingue Roverentis. 

Now to redreffe this contempt, we muſt have 
competent Guifts and Graces : God ſerds no 
man upon his Errand, but he furniſhes him with 

C &ratious 
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gratious Abilities : No Prince will feiid a Cobles 


to be an Embaſſador, Ne Sutor ultra Crepidan, 8 
tractent fabrilia fabri, That we may be redeemed 
{rom contempt, we muſt be good Miniſters, and 
g£00d men; And if it be a good definition of a 
g00d Orator, That he is, Bonus hon dicendi peritus, 
Then a good Miniſter mult be, Bonxs homo docen!; 
peritus. That we may be lo, we muſt have thele 
five qualifications. 1. A good Miniſter muſt be, 


1. iS 447Ix07, 2 DiyTINgG,  4« I61 12705, 4. Figes. 5, GIFIMNTTOS. 
Firſt, He muſt be apt to teach ; that he may be 
ſo, he mult r. have Knowledge. 2. Utterance, 
Mal.2.7.The Prieſts Lips ſhould preſerve know!:cige, 
&c. 2, Untterance, and apt Elocution, that he 
may [peak t nai, freely and boldly, as he ought 1 
doe. The Knowledge he ought ro have, 1s, 1. Ac- 
quired, 2, Experimentall. r. Acquired, by ſtudy 
and induſtry, with Gods blefſing upon it, He 
ought to have ſome competent skill in Arts and 
Tongues. Tutiis ex ipſo fonte bibuutur aque, tle 
onght tobe yerled in Hiſtory, Humane, Naturall, 
and Eccleſiaſticall, in Polemicall Diſcouirſcs and 
Controverſies. He ought allo to have {ome 11- 
ſight into the voluminous works of Fathc!3, 
Councells, Schoolmen : then, What a vaſt Study 
is this? And when we come to the higheſt attait- 
ments, and moſt exact Accompliſhments 3 )** 


there is (till a Pls ultra; lo that we may cry w 
wil 
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' with the Apoſtle, vr av nom tre, who is ſuffici- 


cent for theſe things ? 

2, Experimentall Knowledge is alſo equitiee, 
Payl, who was brought up at the feet of Gamalic], 
ind was expert 1n all manner of Knowledge, and 
well verſed in the Greek Poery, as appears by his 
confuting the Atbentans, Cretians, and others, out 
of their own Pocts, Aratzs, Menander, and Epime- 
aides; yet when he comes to make a particular 
enumeration of all his carnall excellencies, Phil. 
2 and compares his Acquired and Experimentall 
Knowledge together ; he calls the knowledge of 
Chriſt, 1 wie 73s 2995me, the ſuper- excellency of 
the Knowledge of Chriſt ; and calls the other, 

ncwe, quaſi wri-fore, Dung, and Dogs- Meat, in com- 
pariſon of the other. And if we would know 
wherein this Excellency doth conſiſt, he tells ns, 
ver.10, That I may know bim, and the pewer of Þis 


ReſurreG ion, and 4's fellowſhip of h3s ſufferings, be- 


ng made conformable to hyy death : That is, that [ 


| May experience the, power of his Reſurrection, 


raiſing me from the death of fin, to rhe life of 
Grace, that I may ſuffer with him, and ſor him, 
and that I may find fin killed in me by the power 
of his death. 

Secondly, A Miniſter muſt be ##*»»s. able ro 
convince the Gain-ſayers ; he muſt not on<!y be 
E--2 able 
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able to Teach Orthodox Dorine ; but to con- 


{ute Hetorodox Opinions ; And if it beſo hard a 
thing to contute one Bellarmine, if that way be 
accommodated unto him ? 
Si Porgams Dextra 
Defensi poſſent, una h2e defenſa faiſſent. 

what 19 1t to confute the numerous brood 6f 
ScCtarics, who like Hydra's Heads, ſpring up faſter 
then they can be lopped off ? 

Thirdly, A Miniſter muſt be Su/iwum, taught of 
God : Nemo poteſt cognoſcere Denm, niſi Deo docente, 
We cannot ſee the Sun without his own Light; 
we cannot define God without his own Lopick; 
chongh that pretious promiſe be much abuſed by 
m1lterpretation,Eſay5 4.13. And oll thy Children 
foal! be taught of the Lord, &c. And Fer. 31. 34. 
And they ſhall teach no more every Man hu Neighbour, 
and every Man his Brother, ſaying, Know the Lors : 
for they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt of them, into 
the greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord. Now ſuch Pro- 
miſes as this, relating to Goſpel- times, muſt be 
expounded Comparatively : The Compariſon 1s 
between the dark diſpenſation of the Law, and 
the clear Revelation of the Goſpel: And it 184 
good Rule that Divines give in expounding ſuch 
Scriptures 3 In Comparationibus, qued negatir, non x» 


cluditur, ſed poſtponitur ; Gods reaching doth not 
| exclude 
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exclude mans teaehing, ſeeing God teaches not 


immediately by himſclt; but he is pleaſed to doe 
it by the Miniſtry of man, by the aſliſtance of his 
Spirit. And as the word cannot work without 
the Spirit ; So ordinarily the Spirit will not work 
without the word Preached. Parzws in his Com- 
ment on Heb. 8.1. gives us this Kule, Poſita cau- 
ſa prima, non rolluntur Mediz, and doth illuſtrate 
this place, by an apr ſimilitude, thus, God feeds 
all ; but it doth not follow, Ergo, we necd not 
Bread nor Apricn]|ture,for by this means he feeds 
us: So it doth not follow, God teaches all, Ergo, 
we need not the word, for by the word Preached 
and Heard, God teaches all. 

Fourthly, A Miniſter muſt be is; faithful 
1 Cor. 4. 2. It xs required in a Steward, that a Man be 
found faithful : That he may be ſo; Firſt, he muſt 
have $kill to divide the word aright. 2. Induſiry, 
to doe it carefully and painfully. 3. Providence, 
to doc it in due ſeaſon. 4. Honeſty, to diſtribute 
to every one their Portion, and to give good ex- 
ample to the Flock. And this leads me to the Jaſt 
qualification of a good Miniſter, he mult be, « 
mm, irreprehenſible and unblamcable. 

St culpere welis, Culpabilis efſe caweto. 

Let us live as we Preach, or Preach not at all, 


that pcople may belceye we {peak in good car» 
neſt. 
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beſt; IT have read in the Eccleſiaſticall Hiſtory of 
England, wrieten by vencrable Beds, That when 
Auſten the Monk, and his fellows, were ſent to 
Preach the Goſpel in England, their painfulneſic 
was ſuch, that they converted many tv the Chri- 
ſtian faith ;'but eſpecially, Vivendo ut Predicabant, 
by living as they Preached : To reprove others, 
and be guilty of the ſame fault our ſel ves, favours 
of a Principle of Atheiſme ; {ce how the Apoſtle 
cxpoſtulates with ſuch, Koyzr. 2. 21. 22. 23. 24. 

And now I come to a particular Application, 
1. To you, my Brethren, of the Clergy. 2. To 
you, beloved of the Laycty. Firſt, my Brethren, 
I beſecch you fec that no man deſpite you, but 
walk worthy of that high and holy Calling, unto 
which God hath called you : That you may dee 
ſa, let us labour to vindicate our Superiours from 
contempt, that ſo they may vindicate us: It 15 
well when the Word and the Sword doe go toge- 
ther, then (as we arc bound by the Canon) let 
us endeavour to vindicate the Supreame Mag!- 
{trace from contempr. 

As we have proved the Miniſtry to be an Ot- 
dinance of God ; ſo we ſhall briefly prove Mag!- 
ftracy to be an Ordinance of God, which we ſhall 
doe, by comparing two places, which to ſome 
may ſecm to have in them a ſeeming contradt- 

C100, 
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ion, Row. 13. 1. Let every ſoule be ſubje& to the 
higher Fowers ; for there 3s no Power buys of God, The 
Powers thas be are ordained of God. 1 Pet. 2.13.14. 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for 
the Lords ſeke,whother it be ts the King, as Supream, 
&, In the firſt place, Magiſtracy is called an Or- 
dinance of God : In the ſecond, an Ordinance of 
Man : Why ſo? In the Originall 1t 15, arvyporlyy KT10M3, 
a humane Creatnre, 1, Then it 1s not called an 
Ordinance of Man, becaulc it is not an Ordinance 
of God ; but becaule 1. It is exerciſed & executed 
by Man, who 1s Gods Vicegerent. 2. Becauſe it 
1s converſant about the good Government of 
Man ; for if Man be ts» min, a ſociable Crea- 
ture, then to preſerve humane Society in Peace 
and Order ; the Magiſtrate is neceflary, without 
wuich, there would be nothing but Anarchy, 
Ataxy, Anomy, Ireegularity and Confulion in the 
world, Now when we have proved Magiltracy to 
be an Ordinance of God, Let us follow the Apo- 
ſtles Precept, Tir. 2. 1. Pus them in minde to be ſub- 
jet toP rincipalities and Powers, to Obey Magiſtrates, 
and to be ready to every good work. 
2. Let us labour to vindicate our Eccictiaſit- 
call Governours, by aſſerting their Authority, 
ard obeying of them, In ommibue licitis, & honeſtis, 
Hadrianus Sarawia in his learned TraQtate, de di- 
Verſis 
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verſrs Miniſtrorum gradibus, proves out of St. Cy- 
prian, how all Errours, Harefies, and Schiſmes 
came 1nto the Church ; Vande Scbiſmata & Hzre- 
ſes obortz ſunt, 8 oriuntur : niſe dum Epiſcopus qui 
un eſt, & Eccleſiz preeft, ſuperba quorurdam pre- 
ſumnptione contemnitur, & homo dignatione Dei hono- 
rate, ab indignis hominibus judicatur, &c. Next, 
Take heed to your ſelves, and to your DoGrine, con- 
tiane therein, 8&c. 1 Tim. 4. vlt. 1. Take beed to 
your ſelves. St. Pau], Ads 20. 28. bids the El- 
ders, Take heed to themſelves, and ro all the Flocke, 
&c. Look to your Lives and Converſations, Vivi- 
tur exemplis magts quam Praxceptis : Salmeron in his 
learned Expoſition upon the Parables, te!]s us, by 
an clegant ſimilitude, Vix poſſe paſtors ſibi ſalne 
te conflare, &c. Miniſters can ſcarce {ave them: 
ſelves, except, as muck as in them lies, they ſave 
others alſo: As the Maſter of a Ship cannot fave 
himſclte, except he, by his sk1ll, diligence, and 
fortitude, doe fave the Ship, and tholc that we 
init. Walke, ineffenſo pede, exatly, accurately, 
that they may be aſhamed that blame your good 
Converſation in Chriſt : Ye are called the Light 
of the world, Let your Light ſo ſbins before Mes, 
that they may ſee your good works, aud plorife 
your Father which is is Heaven, Mat. 5.16. Ye arc 


called, The Salr of the Earth; Let none of Rs 
| ave 
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have cauſe to ſay, as Enſebins relates of Eccebo- 
live, That after a ſad revolt, Repenting, he caſt 
himſelf down at the Church Door, and cryed, 
Calcate me inſrpiaum ſalem ; Ye arc called Starres, 
take heed ye be not talling Starres. It isa Vulgar 
Error to think, that Starres doe fall; they are not 
Starrs, but Meteors, 
Stella cadeng non eft Stella, Cometa fuit. 

Some Popiſh Writers have ſadly complained of 
the corruption of Manners in the Clergy in Lu- 
thers time, and ſay, That it gave @ great adwan- 
tage tothe ſpreading of his Azrehie, as they call it. 
And no doubt, it we ladly refle& upon the late 
times, we may think, That the SeCtarics have cn- 
creaſed upon the like Account. 

2. Take heed to your Dottrine, that it be ſound, 
Octhodox, wholeſome, according to the Analogy 
of Faith, according to the DoGrine of the Church 
of England contained in the 3g. Articles. 

Apain, look to deliver the whole Counſell of God, 
AFs 20. 26. 27. I am pure from the blood of all 
Men,$:c. Take heed the blood of Soules lye not 
upon your account. Reade Exe. 2. Chapter. Let 
your Method be in a Catecheticall and Syltema- 
ticall way, goe through the whole Body of Divi- 
nity, and think not, that the taking here a I ext, 
and there a Text, without any connexion,as your 
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Eaic or Fancy leade you, that ſo you may put 
the people oft, with Sar aliquid, ſatis nibil, will 
{erve ; tor if you doe (o, the weoble will be igno- 
rant of many laving Truths to their dying day 
know, that there is ſuch a Concatenation of Di- 
vine T ruths, that it ye break bat one Link of 
that Aurea Catena,ye may {poyle all. And that ye 
may bc turniſhed with gratious Abilities, give ar- 
tendancc to Reading, as well as to Doctrine and 
Exhortation, i Tim 4. r2. Reflect often upon 
your School Learning and Univerlity Learning : 


Non minor eſt virtus quam quzrere parta tueri; 


For he that is Magis promns quam Condus, will ſoon 
be exhauſt. Whar other things are to be Read 

of 1s, I have told you in the Qualtficacions ; but 
. above all, reade the Scriptures, in. Search rhe 
Sctiptures as for Gold in the Earth. Solomon uſeth 
the ſame Metaphor, Prov.2.4.5. And among your 
other Studies, | pray you Study to be quiet, and 
to doe your own bulinefle : Study the Peacc of 
the Church, and the Peace of the Loarilg Stu y 
to be holy, as he thar hath called you, is holy, 
ſo be ye holy in all manner of Converſation : 
Study to be hnmble ; Saint Anſter, lib de Civit.tte 
Dei, tells us of a Miracle in Humility, Mag» 


i 
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eſt bumilitatis miraculum, Elatio deorſum bumili- 


tas ſurſum tendit : Study to be Sober, Tempe= 
rate, lelfe denying, and Mortificd. What I 
have ſaid ceneerning your Life and Doctrine, 
was Typified in two words in the High Prieſts 
Petorall, Vrim and Thummim ; Not to trouble 
you with any unneceſſary Criticiſmes about the 
words, Urir comes from a word that ſignifies 
Light : Ard Thummin: comes from a word 
which 1s uſually Rendred, Perfe& ; but 1s as 
much as, Vpright, Sizcere. The Greek Inter- 
preters render them, per oo7m, xamaunrks. The 
Latine, Per Luces & PerfeGionesy. All agree, 
That they ſignific, Light of DoCirine, and 
Integrity of Life. But why doth the ſame 
Hebrew word ſignifie both Integrity, and Peyr- 
» © fcGion ? To teach us, That our Perfe&ion of 
. & fs Life, conſiſts in Integrity, called the Per- 
1 fettion of Parts. As for the Perfetion of De- 
| grees, 1t 15 not attaineable till the end of this 
| | Lite, T)0s gt T4)£1005s F ins eft perfeCtio. Now if 
{ WW Our Lite and Doctrine be unblameable, and 
4 I J<t we be deſpiſed of bad Men ; Let us com- 
| fort our ſelves with the words of our Saviour, He 
that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me, &c. And let us 
take up that Reſolution of a wile Heathen, Ad 
boneſia vadenti etian contemptus eft contemnendus.. 
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Now before I dilmiſſe you, give me.leave in 
a word or two, to exhort you to theſe few. 
neceſſary Durtics, 1. Be earneſt with Almigh- 
ty God by fervent and frequent Prayer, that 
he would illuminate your underſtandings, 
in the ſaving knowledge of the Scriptures, 
That he would make you able Miniſters, xot onely 
of the Letter, but alſo of the Spirit, (2. Cor. 3, 
6.) that you may {peak to the Hearts and Con- 
ſciences of the People. 

2. Be very diligent in Preaching . the Word 
of God, 2 Tim. 4. 1. 2. T1 charge thee before God, 
B&c. Preach the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon, &c. 

3- I pray you re-aſſume that too much ney- 
Ieted Duty of Cartechiſing, without which, 
our Preaching will be leſfe effetuall. Give me 
leave to adde in a word, what was omitted in 
Preaching by ſtraits of time, concerning Ca- 
techifing 3 look on the Example of the Pr 
mitive Church, all were Catecument, or Cont 
nicautes ; And if we look into the Old Teſta- 
ment, and the New, we ſhall find Catechiſing 
taken for all kind of Teaching : Det. 6. 7, 
And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy Chil- 
dren : Heb : Wher or ſharpen, a Metaphor tak 


from the whetting of a Knite, forward L- 
4c 


(93) 
back again, which pives it a ſharper edge, and 
makes-1t. more eaſlc to cut : Gal. 6. 6. Let hin 
that 34 Taught, Catechiſed, &c. So as to anſwer 
back again with a lively Voyce, whereby Ca» 
tccheticall Principles may be the more picr- 
cing, and take the deeper Impreſſion, as the 
word, to Catechiſe, imports, from the Eccho- 
ing of a Voyce back again. Now, if when we 
have done all, we find our Miniſtry unſucceſſe- 
full, Jet us not pive over, or be diſcouraged, 
bur remember, That Paul may Plant, and Apol- ' 
lo Water ; but God gives the increaſe. Though 
we have cauſe to complain with the Prophet 
Iſaiah, Chap. 45G. 4. ver. I bave laboured in wain, 
&c. yet be cumforted in this, My work is with 
my God. Let us remember how long Noab 
Preached to the old World, and yet none were 
laved, but him(ſclic, and his Family: 2 Peter 
2. 5. God ſpared not the old World, but ſawed 
Noah, the ezght perſon, a Preacher of Righte- 
onſneſſe, bringing in the Flood upon the world of 
the ungodly. | 

Laſtly, A word: to you, beloved of the Lay- 
ety; 1. I beſeech you, obey God in his Word. 
2. Obey the King and his Miniſters ; Feare 
GOD, Honour the K ING. 3; Obey them that 
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bave the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves : 
for they watch for your ſoules, as they that muſt 
give an Acccunt : that they may doe it with joy, 
end not with griefe ; for that is unprofitable for 
you, Heb. 13.17. Doe not deſpile your faith- 
tull Miniſters, doe not make them contempti- 
ble, by impoveriſhing of them, by any unjuſt 
detaining their dues from them, it will be 
your own hurt ; Remember that Proverbiall 
Speech, If the Nurſe wane Bread, the Chile muſt 


want Milke. 


Laſily, I beſeech you, Receive not the Grace of 


God in wain. The Grace of God is, Gratia 
gratis data ; or, Gratia gratum faciens ; When 
God offers Gracc, Mercy, Peace, Pardon, Lite, 
and Salvation by Chriſt, refuſe it not. Now 
ye receive the Grace of God in vain. 1. When 
ye refuſc, or negle& to heare the Word of God 
Read or Preached, forſaking the Aſſembling of 
your ſclves together, as the manner of ſome 
1s. Secondly, When you heare the \Vord, but 
obey it not; when you are not convinced, nor 
converted by it ; when you are not brought 
to Faith, Repentance, and Obedience by it : 
Well, now is the accepted time ; Now 1s the 
day. of Salvation : Therefore, To. day if ye will 


heare 
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heare his Voyes, bearden not your hearts ; leaſt be 
weare in hy wrath, that ye ſball not enter into 
hx reſt, Acb..3. I ſhall Conclude all with that 
of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 13. 11. Finally Brethren, 
farewell, be perfe&, be of good comfort, be of one 
Minde, live in peace, and the God of lowe and 


peace ſhail be with you, Anen. 


